
SIX-HOUR ACADEMIC SATURDAY
“EXPLORING BOUNDARIES IN EFL”

Registration8.00 - 8.40

Co�ee break and visit to exhibition area9.50 - 10.10

Opening Ceremony

Organising Committee

8.40 - 8.50
Plenary room
(�rst �oor)

8.50 - 9.50
Plenary room
(�rst �oor)

HOUR PROGRAMME

Plenary session

Using Cultural Dialogues to Build Competency and English Language Skills
Jeanette Gerrity Gomez & Elizabeth Holden Wagenheim

Abstract
Cultural competency can be created and nurtured in the English language classroom. This workshop will 
highlight how teachers can facilitate active learning techniques to engage students in meaningful practice of 
their language skills while navigating areas of cultural di�erences. Participants will leave the workshop with 
techniques and takeaways to implement in their classrooms.

Biodatas
Jeanette Gerrity Gómez holds a BA in Spanish from Loyola University in Maryland and an MA in TESOL from 
Notre Dame University in Maryland. She has worked as an Associate Professor and ESL Coordinator, teaching 
all levels of academic ESL. She has worked as well with refugee and adult immigrant populations in Baltimore. 
She spent 6 months at Universidad Católica in El Salvador where she taught English Major program. Her areas 
of interest include second language acquisition and Latin American studies. She currently works at Maryland 
Institute College of Art.

&

Elizabeth Holden Wagenheim holds an MA in Fine Arts (Creative Writing) and Curriculum Design/Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other Languages. She has worked as a teacher and teacher-training in Romania, 
Hungary, El Salvador and Senegal. Her professional interest include program design and evaluation and 
intercultural communications. She currently works at Maryland Institute College of Art.

10.10 - 10.55
Room A
(ground �oor)

Concurrent sessions

Make It Happen: Use Your Five Senses Through Storytelling
Paola González Madrid (Oxford University Press)

Abstract
We have heard the phrase: “Everyone has a story to tell”, but how can we make it e�ective when we have 
mixed-ability classes? In this session, we will see how our students can be good storytellers by connecting the 
�ve senses with the features of the di�erent learning styles.

Biodata
Paola González is the EMI Specialist for Oxford University Press. She has been an ELT teacher for twelve years 
and has an MD in Medieval Literature.



Room B
(�rst �oor)

Room C
(�rst �oor)

Room D
(second �oor)

D.A.R.E to be di�erent! Use di�erentiation in the classroom
Arturo Calderón López

Abstract
The purpose of this workshop is to discuss essential aspects of di�erentiated instruction. In addition, a 4-step 
proposal (D.A.R.E. – Decide your content; Acknowledge your learners’ di�erences; Redesign your activities; 
Execute and Evaluate) will be put forward to show more down-to-earth and easily applicable ideas to use 
di�erentiated instruction in our future teaching.

Biodata
Arturo holds a Bachelor’s in Computing, Delta Module 1 and 2 and Cambridge Pro�ciency and a Master’s in 
Educational Management. He is currently working for Grupo Santillana as the ELT Editorial Manager for UNOi. 
One of his main passions, aside from the editorial world, is Teacher Training which he does for pre-service and 
in-service courses, including CELTA, ICELT and Delta. He is the former Head of Teacher Training and 
Development for the Anglo. He has given talks and workshops in national and international conferences and 
authored ELT books.

The importance of soft skills development
Paulina García Cortés

Abstract
You belong to a very elite group; the one preparing the world leaders to be. The recipe? English language is 
included but, are you also spicing it up with the rich stu�? Are you adding the magic ingredients that will turn 
heads as they see what you are doing di�erently? Here is my proposal: Include Soft Skills and enjoy the results!

Biodata
Paulina is an educator whose passion is to instill in students the importance of lifelong learning and has made 
of educational processes part of her lifestyle. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Education, a Masters in 
Innovation in Education, 3 teacher’s diplomas by prestigious institutions, and the teaching certi�cations by 
Cambridge. She also holds a certi�cate in PNL by the University of Santa Cruz in California (by Robert Dills). She 
has also participated as a speaker in Mextesol’s talks and conferences. She held the position of President of 
Mextesol`s Mexico City Chapter from 2015-2017.

English learning through �lms and videos
Angel Omar Martínez Huerta

Abstract
There are some bene�ts to using videos or short �lms in education because it stimulates class discussion and 
provides a common base of knowledge. Therefore, Allam (2006) observes that the creative challenge of using 
moving images and sound to communicate a topic indeed engaging and insightful, but adds that it also 
enables students to acquire a range of transferable skills in addition to �lmmaking itself, also using them in the 
class can help you to reinvent education in an innovative way creating an impact on your own teaching.

Biodata
Angel Omar has been working as an English teacher for almost ten years in elementary, middle, high school 
and in a language institute.  He works as a teacher and an English Coordinator in IECA MÉXICO and in English 
language center. At the moment he is studying a degree in tourism management and his research areas are: 
profesional development courses, assessment and teacher education.

HOUR PROGRAMME



11.00 - 11.45
Room A
(ground �oor)

Concurrent sessions

Is there really a thing called boundary?
Gabriela Miranda Jacobo (English360)

Abstract
Technology has allowed us to go any part in the world without leaving our homes, then, technology must be 
as well the means to get connected with English in all its forms. Whether you need to read, speak, write or listen 
in English, technology is the key to obtain these in seconds.

Biodata
Gabriela Miranda Jacobo, ELT, coordinator at English360, Cambridge Preparation Center MX143. Working as a 
teacher for 13 years now at language centers, (E360 and CELEX ESIME Culhuacán IPN) specialist in Cambridge 
and Trinity Certi�cations from A2 to C2. Thesis Conselling and translation worker.

Helping students to remember
Barbara Taylor (Oxford University Press)

Abstract
In order to be linguistically competent learners need to be able to use language spontaneously, selecting the 
appropriate form and using it in the correct context. As teachers we need to provide opportunities for students 
to transfer language from short-term memory to long-term memory and then give further practice in 
retrieving it. This workshop will look at ways to help students remember, retrieve and use chunks of language 
in context.

Biodata
Barbara Taylor, RSA Dip TEFLA, is currently a freelance Teacher, Teacher Trainer and Academic Consultant. She 
has been a Teacher, Teacher Trainer and Examiner for over 50 years. Her interests in the �eld lie in Teacher 
Development, Learner-centred instruction and Learning for the 21st Century. Her hobbies are cooking, 
window-box gardening and walking her dog.

Empowering Learners with Real World Content
Violeta Manzanares Sangenis (National Geographic Learning)

Abstract
English has become the world’s lingua franca. It is used internationally as a language for science, technology, 
business, trade, tourism and diplomacy. The status of English as a global language means that our students will 
use English to interact with people from di�erent cultures.  If our students are to become successful global 
citizens, we have to make sure to incorporate real world content into the English classroom.  In this session, we 
will demonstrate the value of integrating real-world content and culture into language lessons, to provide 
learners with tangible strategies that will empower them to make meaningful connections in their own lives.

Biodata
Violeta Manzanares has a degree in Communication and holds the ELT Diploma. She has almost 20 years of 
experience in the �eld of ELT publishing and teaching. She has worked as an ELT Teacher and has taught at all 
levels from elementary to Post-graduate programs. She is currently working for National Geographic Learning 
Mexico.

Room B
(�rst �oor)

Room C
(�rst �oor)

HOUR PROGRAMME



SIX-HOUR ACADEMIC SATURDAY
“EXPLORING BOUNDARIES IN EFL”

Plenary session

EFL Professional Development within Faculties through a Teaching Circle
Jeanette Gerrity Gomez & Elizabeth Holden Wagenheim

Abstract
Building on the success of a teaching circle at Maryland Institute of Art, we will share best practices for reading 
selection, facilitation of meetings and creation of the culminating project of this teacher centered, shared 
learning community for exploration of the professional challenges as well as successes in the language 
classroom

Tips for CAE
Edgar Argel Pérez Aguilar (CEA –Centro Enseñanza Aprendizaje)

Abstract
The knowledge of e�ective exam-solving techniques is of paramount importance in present global world to 
have top marks in Cambridge Certi�cation Exams. However, the development of such techniques seems to be 
left behind in preparation courses. The author of this workshop provides clear on guidelines how to tackle the 
development of speaking and writing techniques.

Biodata
Edgar Argel is a linguistics student at UAM-Iztapalapa, and an English teacher at CEA Centro 
Enseñanza-Aprendizaje, where he helps candidates to have top marks in their certi�cation tests.

Elections to select the local committee
Lic. Ricardo Paulo Camacho

(Ethics Committee from MEXTESOL A.C. National Governing Board)

13.20 - 13.45
Plenary room
(�rst �oor)

Closing ceremomy (ra�e & diplomas)13.45 - 14.00
Plenary room
(�rst �oor)

12.20 - 13.20
Plenary room
(�rst �oor)

Lunch break11.45 - 12.20

Room D
(second �oor)

HOUR PROGRAMME


